THE SONAR YEN
Slow Picture
(Soviet Union)

Ingredients for
one Sonar Yen:
Take four raw
Mancunians,
adollop of
attitude, guitars
seared in hell’s
flames and get
Doves/ Elbow
engineer, Steve
Lloyd to do the
mixing. Slow Picture manages to distil their
high voltage live sets, and from the first note of
Shot in the Dark it’s as if a hungry tiger has just
entered the room wearing a sly grin.

References to Nirvana are understandable
yet the Sonar sound is remarkably unaffected.
Mike O’Neil’s spoken snarled vocal provides
the edge; littered with sharp little hooks that
jab into your spine. Decisions=Regrets thrashes
about like a kidnapped karate kid before
easing into an unexpectedly sun kissed jaunt.

However, tracks tend to merge into
one, the chugging chords at times slightly
overwhelming. Budding shoots of melody are
often snuffed out making things distinctly
unhummable.

The final result is an exhilarating musical
fix, albeit one which won’t have Top 10
regulars shaking in their boots just yet.

LUCY WINRDW * % %




